Related literature
For another preparation method of the title compound, see: Anliker et al. (1957) . For crystal structures of phenylpropionic acids, see: Das et al. (2012) . For the application of the title compound as a starting material for 19-norsteroidal derivatives, see: Anliker et al. (1957) ; and as a starting material for amidoethylquinones, see : Bremer et al. (2014) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). The molecule of the title compound exhibits one conformation (Figure 1 ), unlike other analogous compounds that exhibit two conformations (e.g. 3-phenylpropionic acid, 3-(3-methylphenyl)propionic acid and 3-(3-methoxyphenyl)propionic acid) (Das et al., 2012) . The aromatic ring of the title compound is almost coplanar with the C10 methoxyl with which it has a dihedral of less than 0.54 (2) ° while the C11 methoxyl has a corresponding dihedral of just 5.30 (2)°. The angle between the mean planes of the aromatic ring and the propionic acid group (C7, C8, C9, O3 and O4) is 78.56 (2) °. The fully extended propionic side chain is in a trans configuration with (C6-C7-C8-C9) torsion angle of -172.25 (2)°.
The O4-H4···O3 hydrogen bonding (Table 1) 
S2. Synthesis and crystallization
3-(2,5-Dimethoxyphenyl)propionic acid. -Ethyl 3-(2,5-dimethoxyphenyl)propionate (3.2 g, 13.4 mmol) in a mixture of aq. NaOH (10 w%, 30 mL) and methanol (8 mL) was heated at reflux for 12h. Then, half. conc. aq. HCl is added to the cooled solution. Thereafter, the mixture is extracted with chloroform (3 X 15 mL). The organic phase is dried over anhydrous MgSO 4 and concentrated in vacuo. The residue is filtered over a small column of silica gel (diethyletherCHCl 3 , 1:1, v/v) to give the title compound (2.56 g, 89%) as colorless needles, mp. 339 -340 K [Lit. mp. 339-340 K (Anliker et al., 1957) ]; ν max (KBr/cm -1
Figure 1
A view of title compound molecule with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are shown at the 50% probability level. 
3-(2,5-Dimethoxyphenyl)propionic acid

Crystal data
Special details
Experimental. SADABS-2012/1 (Bruker,2012) was used for absorption correction. wR2(int) was 0.1419 before and 0.0438 after correction. The Ratio of minimum to maximum transmission is 0.8088. The λ/2 correction factor is 0.0015. 
